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Foreword
This special issue of Theoretical Computer Science is devoted to the First Inter-
national Conference on Semigroups and Algebraic Engineering held at the University
of Aizu from March 24 to 28, 1997, under the sponsorship of University of Aizu
and with the nancial support of the Fukushima Prefectural Government, the Tohoku
Intelligent Cosmos Foundation, and Kyoto Sangyo University. The conference was
dedicated to Professor John L. Rhodes on his 60th birthday. The conference was aimed
at bridging theoretical knowledge from the mathematics of semigroups, automata, and
formal languages with applications in the natural and design sciences, including those of
computation and control. More details of the conference can be seen in the proceedings.
The proceedings were published by the World Scientic Publishing Co. Pte. Ltd. under
the title of "Algebraic Engineering". The proceedings contain papers based on lectures
given at the First International Conference on Semigroups and Algebraic Engineering
and at the International Workshop on Formal Languages and Computer Systems held
at Kyoto Sangyo University from March 18 to 21, 1997 before the Aizu Conference,
and also papers written by authors who intended to present them at either meeting but
were unable to attend.
The lectures at the conference were spread across various elds from pure theory to
applications. This special issue of Theoretical Computer Science consists of a selection
of papers mainly on theory. The full versions of these papers have been refereed and
revised according to the usual high standards of Theoretical Computer Science.
The editors express their gratitude to all contributors of this issue including the
referees. Special thanks are due to Maurice Nivat for giving the editors the opportunity
to publish this special issue.
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